
MINUTES 

Kinni Corridor Project Committee Meeting 
Thursday, Feb. 16, 2017 at 4-5:30 p.m. 

City Hall – Training Room 

The Kinni Corridor Committee met on February, 2017. Those in attendance included 
Lisa Moody, Amy Peterson. Patricia LaRue, Susan Reese, Dave Fodroczi, Adam 
Myszewski, Jason Egerstrom, Dan Toland, Gary Horvath, Kevin Westhius, Chris 
Blasius, Rita Kosak, Mike Stifter, Mary Zimmermann, Bob Kost, Buddy Lucero, Julie 
Bergstrom and Mark Lobermeier. 

Buddy Lucero called the meeting to order. 

1. Meeting Minutes

The meeting minutes from the January 5, 2017 Committee Meeting were presented
and approved.

2. Tech Talk No. 1 Reaction

In general, the Committee felt that there were a lot of visuals, many too small to
see. Less words on slides would be better. It was suggested that a brief up-front
“commercial” would be helpful for people who haven’t participated previously. The
public Q/A was not video-taped. The feedback from the audience was good.

In the future, we might distribute an agenda with a bio of the speaker. Some felt that
60 minutes of presentation might be too long. The space was pretty tight (the event
was well attended). One alternative location is St. Bridget’s fellowship hall directly
adjacent to the library. The Committee agreed to hold Tech Talk 2 at the library and
revisit the location issue.

3. Tech Talk No. 2 – River Ecology

Mark described the panel discussion and identified the four panelists – Kent
Johnson with Metropolitan Council and TU, Dr. Carrie Jennings with the Fresh
Water Society, Dr. Matt Mitro with WDNR – Madison and Marty Melchior with Inter-
Fluve.
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Buddy mentioned that he preferred a mix of experts, some with local experience 
and some with a focus from outside the area. The Committee discussed how the 
evening would work and other potential panelists as well as considering questions 
from the public. Perhaps some of the questions at Tech Talk 1 that were not fully 
addressed could be asked and answered. It was noted that all questions and 
answers could be added to the project website FAQ section.  
 

4. Planning Update 
 

Bob Kost reminded the committee how at Tech Talk 1 Ed Freer introduced the idea 
of layers to a planning framework. He indicated that the planners are nearly 
complete with the inventory phase of the work. He showed some of the preliminary 
framework graphics including transportation, community assets, recreation and 
open space, utilities, etc. Access is one of the bigger issues. Storm water outfalls 
are also important.  
 
As work progresses, the planning team will look at 3D topographic models and 
ecological cross sections. When complete, Bob‘s team will vet the information with 
City staff and then make the framework public.  
 
The Committee questioned whether the framework establishes a planning baseline 
(yes) and if the framework comes before the technical studies (usually). At this 
stage, the breadth of the corridor planning area is still not in focus. Bob thought the 
information would be available in April and then made available to the public. The 
Committee was encouraged to bring forward any information that would contribute 
to the framework. Suggestions included wellhead protection areas and property 
ownership.  
 

5. Mission and Vision 
 
Mark Lobermeier lead the discussion regarding mission and vision, revisiting some 
of the initial suggestions, providing some examples from other projects and 
recommending that the plan should establish the vision for the corridor as opposed 
to the committee establishing a vision for the planning process.  
 
This assumes the Committee is comfortable with the planning approach. Bob 
indicated that vision is built through the planning process, and the plan and vision 
guide implementation. The planning workshop in September will help add focus and 
identify preferred outcomes. Mark added that a vision statement establish now is 
too far out front of the process.  
 
The Committee was asked to revisit the goals and objectives for the plan, and 
reminded to do so with their “50 year goggles” on. The Committee was encouraged 
to continue to contribute information, questions and ideas as we go forward and 
participate in an as active way as possible. 
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6. Community and Organization Presentations 
 
Buddy discussed his recent presentation to the Great River Conference Symposium 
earlier in the day. Rita mentioned that the St. Croix Summit is coming to campus in 
April. She was hoping to coordinate some walking tours to address things like storm 
water management, sedimentation, hydrology and hydraulics, fly fishing, rain water 
collection, etc. 
 

7. Related Project Updates 
 
The FOTK report regarding dam removal is expected to be complete by the end of 
March. The FOTK are also planning a grant-funded study during the summer of 
2017. 
 
The City is seeking consultants for the design of the Glen Park renovation and for 
the City Wayfinding program.  
 
Friday March 3 is the River Falls Fly Fishing Festival. Our project will be advertised 
at the event. 

 
8. Media 
 

Mary mentioned the 16 county symposium that was held in earlier in the day. The 
potential of a documentary with State tourism people is being discussed. 

 
 
9. Looking Forward: Next Steps 
 

The next steps for the Committee include the March 9 Tech Talk and the next 
Committee meeting on March 30. 
 
The meeting adjourned around 5:30 pm.  
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